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State Rep. Steve 
Lynch and Waynesville 
administrators visited a 
Lego League practice on 
May 3 at Waynesville 
Middle School. LEAP 
students provided an 
overview of the program, 
as well as demonstrated the 
robot “Mammoth” that they 
used during competitions 
this year. 

The Leaping Legos 
coaches are Laura Storie, 
who teaches LEAP to 

Robots ‘leap’ into action at WMDSContinued on page 4

The state award-
winning Waynesville 
Career Center Video 
Production students 
will provide live 
coverage of the 2019 
Waynesville High 
School graduation 
ceremony on Cable 
America Local 12. 
The ceremony will 
also be streamed live 
in high definition 
on the Waynesville 
Channel 12 & TigerTV 
Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/
waynesvillech12.

Live coverage of 
the ceremony begins 
Friday, May 17, 2019, 
at 7:30 PM CST.

Graduation 
broadcast 
information 

The candidates for 
valedictorian of the 
graduating class of 
2019 at Waynesville 
High School are:

Emily Cooper
Jessica Dwyer
Zoie Francisco
Sojeong Lee
Charlene Noble

Valedictorians 
announced

The Waynesville R-VI Board of Education voted to proceed with the $19 million 
Phase 2 of the Waynesville Middle School renovation, which will include demolishing 
the front of the building and creating a more secure front entrance and adding 
visitor parking in front; renovating the two existing gyms and concession area and 
constructing vocal and instrumental music rooms, academic, special education, 
LEAP and Project Lead the Way classrooms, new principal and counselor offices and 
new restrooms. Some bricks will be saved for those who want one. 

Continued on page 2



Generous members of the community and school officials presented scholarships and awards totaling approximately           
$5 million, if utilized over the next four years, to the Waynesville High School Class of 2019 during Honors Night on May 6. 
Approximately 325 students will graduate at 7:30 p.m. Friday, May 17.

grades 5-6 at the WMDS; 
Stephanie Stokes, WSGC 
special education teacher; 
and Tim Harrison, a 
new First Lego League 
coach and a teacher at the 
Waynesville Sixth Grade 
Center.  The LEAPing 
Legos team designed, 
built and programmed 
their robot using LEGO 
MINDSTORMS®, then 
competed on a table-
top playing field. The 
process of building a robot 
incorporates many STEM 
lessons and applications, 
lessons that students will 
begin to automatically 
apply as they advance 
through the program. FIRST 
participation encourages 
students to pursue 
education and careers 
in STEM-related fields, 
inspires them to become 
leaders and innovators and 

enhances their work-life 
skills. Waynesville R-VI 
administrators included 
Dr. Elizabeth Washington, 
director of special 
services; Dr. Trish Adkins, 
assistant superintendent 
of instructional services; 

and Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent.

Those pictured in the 
group photo (below, left) 
are front row: Sarah Parker; 
Henry Westphall; Grace 
Parker; Charity Nevins; 
Jesse Smith; Patrick Lewis; 

Shellianne 
Morales; 
Peyton 
Cummings; 
Stephanie 
Stokes; back 
row: Brian 
Vernon, 
assistant 

principal at WMDS; Robert 
Crabtree, assistant principal 
at WMDS; Tim Harrison, 
new FLL coach; Dr. Brian 
Henry, superintendent; 
Dr. Trish Adkins, assistant 
superintendent of 
instructional services; State 
Rep. Steve Lynch; Mavrick 
Williams; David Parker; 
Dr. Elizabeth Washington, 
director of special services; 
Jamie Goforth, principal at 
WSGC; Ruth Ann Justus, 
administrative intern at 
WSGC; and Stephanie 
Stokes, Lego coach.

LEAP Continued 
from page 1



The 
Waynesville 
R-VI School 
District hosted 
its annual 
Art Show on 
Sunday, May 
5, 2019, at the 
Waynesville 
Career Center. 
Families 
viewed the 
artwork and 
spoke with the 
district’s art 
teachers. 

Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, praised staff members 
at Williams Early Childhood Center on Fort Leonard Wood 
during their May 3 Super Session for the following:

-       being in their second year of implementing the highly 
engaging Emerging Language and Literacy Curriculum

-       writing and receiving more than $1,000 in grants this 
year to support learning in the classroom

-       meeting with the school’s Parent Advisory Team three 
times this year

-       identifying at-risk kids and helping them build a firm 
foundation for learning in kindergarten

Superintendent praises Williams Early Childhood



DVD copies of the 2019 
WHS graduation ceremony 
will be available for purchase. 
The cost is $13 per disc 
(including shipping) and all 
proceeds benefit Waynesville 
Career Center SkillsUSA. 
DVD order forms will be 
distributed via senior e-mail. 
For additional order forms 
contact TigerTV at ch12@
waynesville.k12.mo.us.

For those attending in 
person: 

Graduation will begin at 
7:30 p.m. on May 17 at Tiger 
Stadium, weather permitting. 
Those with a ticket will be 
admitted to the home side 
bleachers. In the event of 
inclement weather, graduation 
will be held in the gym. Only 
those with a ticket will be 
admitted to the gym. Those 
without a ticket may go to the 
WHS Auditorium to view the 
live broadcast.

 The WHS parking lot will 
open at 5:30 p.m. Gates and/or 
doors will open at 6 p.m.  No 
parking is allowed along G.W. 
Lane Road.

Graduation
Continued from page 1

Twelve local agencies set up information 
booths at the Transition Fair hosted at 
Waynesville High School. Families with 
students eligible for transition services 
were able to speak with representatives 
of the agencies and get information that 
will benefit their students in their post-
secondary endeavors. WHS Tiger Joe 
students served food and drinks and some 
fantastic door prizes were given out. WHS 
works on establishing and maintaining 
relationships with outside agencies to 
ensure students and families benefit from 
what Pulaski County has to offer. 

Waynesville R-VI 
administrators helped serve 
lunch to teachers and students 
at the Waynesville Sixth 
Grade Center on Monday, 
May 6, kicking off Teacher 
Appreciation Week and 
recognizing students who 
had earned rewards for MAP 
testing. In addition to having 
administrators helping serve 
them in the cafeteria at lunch, 
students who were prepared for 
their MAP tests received extra 
turf time on Slaughter Field.

Teacher Appreciation Week: 
Administrators serve up lunch to staff, students

OPAA!’s Ryan Murphy 
served up special treats 
for teachers. 



A free nutritious breakfast and lunch will be served to all 
students in grades kindergarten through 12th at most schools in 
the Waynesville R-VI School District during Summer School 
from June 3-28.

The free meals will be offered at Waynesville High School, 
Waynesville Sixth Grade Center, East Elementary, Freedom 
Elementary, Wood Elementary, Partridge Elementary and 
Williams Early Childhood Center. Due to construction, 
Waynesville Middle School students will attend and be served 
meals at Waynesville High School.  

Free meals are not just for students. Free meals are also 
provided for individuals up to age 21, if they are determined by 
a state educational agency to be mentally or physically disabled 
and who participate in a school for disabled during the regular 
school year.

 The district’s breakfast and lunch prices are set by the 
Healthy Hunger Free Act’s price equality section. The federal 
government also sets the reduced breakfast and lunch prices.   

  Prices are as follows at Thayer Elementary located on Ft. 
Leonard Wood:

 Full Price:            Breakfast                         Lunch
Thayer:                 $1.35                                $2.00
   
Reduced:              Breakfast                        Lunch
Thayer:                      .30                                   .40
 
Adult Prices District Wide:          
Breakfast: $2.15                Lunch: $2.70
 
Summer School will be held June 3 – June 28 in the 

Waynesville R-VI School District. 
 The following Summer School hours will be in effect:
 • Waynesville High School and Waynesville Middle School: 
     7:15 a.m. – 1:45 p.m.
 • Sixth Grade Center: 7:25 a.m. – 1:55 p.m.
 • Grades K-5:  7:40 a.m. to 2:10 p.m.

Free breakfast and lunch to be served in June
USDA Nondiscrimination Statement
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights
regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and 

employees, and institutions
participating in or administering USDA programs are 

prohibited from discriminating based on race,
color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or 

retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any
program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of 

communication for program information
(e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, 

etc.), should contact the Agency (State
or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are 

deaf, hard of hearing or have speech
disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay 

Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally,
program information may be made available in languages 

other than English.
To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the 

USDA Program Discrimination
Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: http://www.

ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html,
and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA 

and provide in the letter all of the
information requested in the form. To request a copy of the 

complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit
your completed form or letter to USDA by:
(1) Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;
(2) Fax: (202) 690-7442; or
(3) Email: program.intake@usda.gov.
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Partridge Students in the “Uniquely You” Leader In Me group spent their Friday afternoons gathering information from fellow 
students about what makes them unique. They shared their information with colorful posters around the school. “Uniquely 
You” students also made welcome posters in several different languages to represent our diverse community and make all 
students feel welcome.



The Waynesville 
High School Choir 
performed on May 7 
under the direction 
Cydnee Gilmore, 
WHS choir director, 
with Kayla Bradley as 
accompanist.   

The Waynesville Middle School Choir 
performed at 7 p.m. on May 8,under the 
direction of Dustin Griffin with Kayla Bradley 
as accompanist.   



 Marie Freeman, center, secretary at Pick Educational and 
Volunteer Facility, was elected for a second term as MAEOP 
State President. She will be presiding for the next two-year 
term. MAEOP is the Missouri Association of Educational 
Office Professionals. Surrounding Freeman are Past Presidents 
Susan Brooker and Pam Steele. MAEOP has two meetings a 
year, one in the spring and another in the fall. MAEOP is open 
to all administrative assistants/secretaries who work in an 
educational field, including college. For more information may 
contact Jeanne Freeman at Pick at 573-842-2263.

Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent of the 
Waynesville R-VI 
School District, 
(pictured seventh from the left) attended the Military Interstate 
Children’s Compact Commission (MIC3) Executive Committee 
Meeting in April where compact compliance and rules, along 
with educator training and communications were discussed. 
The Military Interstate Children’s Compact protects the 
transitional needs of military students in all 50 states and the 
District of Columbia. Henry serves as the commissioner for the 
State of Missouri, as well as the chair for the Communications 
and Outreach Committee. 

On Wednesday, May 1, the East Elementary Library hosted 
its annual Senior Reception for the Class of 2019. The 
reception is held each year to celebrate the accomplishments 
of former students who are preparing to graduate. Above 
are some of the seniors who returned to visit East. Former 
teachers re-introduced themselves and had photos taken 
with the graduating seniors. Seniors enjoyed pizza, soda and 
a cake which was created by the East kitchen staff. Photos 
by East Elementary staff 



On Tuesday, May 7, Springfield Public Schools hosted the 
Middle School Ozark Conference Track and Field Meet at 
JFK Stadium on the Parkview Campus. This meet is a unique 
opportunity for middle school students to go up against athletes 
from schools that they will compete with during high school 
in the Ozark Conference. The top 8 places are awarded medals 
on a podium in the middle of the stadium, much like the State 
Track and Field Meet, giving students a chance to see what 
that experience could be like for them one day if they continue 
to work hard. Last year was the first Middle School Ozark 
Conference Meet. 

For the 2nd year in a row the 8th Grade Boys Waynesville 
Middle School Tigers took first in their division and are Ozark 
Conference Champions. 

The 7th Grade Boys team completed an undefeated track and 
field season with 1st place team finishes in all meets this year, 
capping it off with the 7th Grade Boys Ozark Conference title.

Shawn Layman, the school nurse at Wood Elementary, 
has been named the Classified Employee of the Month. She 
was surprised on Friday, May 3, when Hilary Bales, assistant 
superintendent of personnel services, presented her with a 
certificate in front of Dan Deering, treasurer of the Waynesville 
R-VI Board of Education, Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent; and 
Wood Principal Melanie Mitchell. 

One of her nominators said, “Shawn Layman is a huge asset 
for our building … She is an essential part of our students’ 
understanding good hygiene during flu season, dental care 
(even dressing as the tooth fairy) and human growth and 
development.” 

Layman named Classified Employee of Month

Other nominators said, “Shawn Layman is the compassionate 
and caring nurse of our school. She is also a central role model 
for our students and staff by the way she is always ready to lend 
a hand, a listening ear or administer first aid. Our students trust 
her to keep them healthy though her preventative instruction 
program and her constant vigilance for all those with inhalers 
and Epi-pens. …Nurse Layman has a strong work ethic. 
Providing excellent care for staff and students is a top priority. 
Being our school nurse is more than just a job for Shawn, she 
has a compassionate heart and truly cares for Wood Elementary. 

7th and 8th grade boys win Ozark Conference

The last day of the 2018-19 school year for students in 
grades K-11 will be Wednesday, May 29, 2019. 



The 
Waynesville 
High School 
Girls Varsity 
Soccer Team 
took a loss 
at home 
to a tough 
Glendale 
team on 
Monday, May 
6, but will 
play again at 
7 p.m. May 
14 in district 
competition.

The Waynesville High School Varsity Boys Track Team 
narrowly won the Ozarks Conference Track Meet on May 1 
with 122.5 points over West Plains’ 122 points. 

 “It’s a great day to be a Tiger,” said Head Coach Mike 
Rawlings. “Winning first place by this narrow of a margin 
shows that every athlete did his part in each event. Our 
collective team effort produced this win.”

 Anthony Bledsoe won the triple jump (43-09.50) and Jared 
Hyatt took first place in the high jump with a 6-00.00 finish.

Kaiden Tripp won the 100 (11.18), placed third in the 200 
(22.71) and anchored the 4×1 and 4×2. 

“All four were season bests for Tripp,” Rawlings said. “His 
focus and hard work in practice really paid off.” 

Cameron 
Cavalier’s second 
place in the 200 
(22.63) was also a 
season best. Cavalier 
and Tripp combined 
with Eric Richardson 
and Desmond 
Dawkins for the 
4×200 (1:31.00) 
and a second place 
finish, and the 4×100 
for another second 
(43.39).

Victor Daos, 
finished third in the 
800 meter run; Danyl 
McCullough, took third in the long jump (19-11.50); Danyl 
McCullough, Victor Daos, Jaylen Andrews, Earzabre Gibson 
finished in third place in the 4×400; Timothy Brech, finished 
in fourth in javelin (140-03) and Eric Richardson finished in 

fourth place in the 100 meter 
dash (11.38).  

The Varsity Girls Track 
Team took 6th place at the 
conference meet; however, 
Molly Handley finished 1st 
place with a 10’6” pole vault 
that set a new school record. 

Districts will be held 
on Saturday, May 11, at 
Hillsboro, followed by 
sectionals at WHS on May 
18.  

WHS track wins 
conference; Handley 
breaks record

Molly Handley sets new 
school record with a 10’6” 
pole vault. 


